
The 17th English Short Story Writing Competition 

Writing Prompts 

 

Directions: Choose one of the following prompts and write a story based on it (a maximum of 

7,500 characters (about 2,000 words, including spaces). Each prompt has a specific challenge 

associated with it, which the writer will have to address in order to finish the story.  

Deadline: 9th Jan, 2023 

 

1. Romance 

Hoi Ting was nervous. The newly opened Tai Po Beach was especially crowded on this sunny 

Sunday afternoon. Couples and families with young kids set up tents only inches apart from 

each other.  She felt awkward being the only person standing alone on this small beach. She 

wore her favorite blue beach dress, the one that showed off her muscular legs, hoping her 

date wouldn’t mind that she wasn’t tall or thin like those models in magazines. They’d been 

chatting on Meetup for three months and today was their first date. She felt a gentle tap on 

her shoulder and turned around.   

2. Mystery/ Suspense  

Mr. Smith had joined the ultra-mountain race that he’d been training for. After all the training 

and planning, a freak snowstorm hit the mountains that he was running on. Even though Mr. 

Smith had some emergency gear, he was stranded on a section of the mountain that had 

become impassible. How did Mr. Smith get out of his predicament and what was the most 

spectacular thing that he saw during his 24-hour ordeal?  

3. Horror  

All of your friends have been offered a job in southeast Asia. Apparently, the job is quite 

easy as all one needs to do is translate documents from Chinese to English and provide 

other customer services. However, once you arrive you realize that this isn’t the case as 

most of the others are doing work they didn’t want to do and aren’t allowed to leave the 

compound. What are the circumstances that would lead someone to take this job? How 

would they escape if they realized it was human slavery?  

4. Science Fiction 

 “Class, you are looking at the greatest invention of the 21st century!” Prof. Leung declared 

with excitement. The wired silver helmets gleamed mysteriously on everyone’s desk. “You’ll 

be the very first group of students to experience its magic. This machine will change education 

forever”. Prof. Leung put a helmet on his own head and closed his eyes. “This is the focus 

machine - it will read your brain waves, teach you to focus, expand your memory, and increase 

your learning capacity. With the help of this machine, I learned to read and write Sanskrit in 

merely a week.”  

 


