
Lesson 2: Setting and POV





 
 
Exercise 1 - Describe the Setting 
 
Using your chosen prompt, take 5 minutes to describe the environment your characters will live 
in. Think of physical descriptors, character traits and emotional elements. 



 
 

 
Narrative viewpoint refers to who is telling the story and will affect the way your reader relates 
to both the story and the other characters. There are 3 viewpoints: First Person, Second Person 
and Third Person. Each one gives a special flavor to the story and your characters.  
 

gives immediacy to the story. It happens as we read it
because we are experiencing it from the personal perspective of one
of the characters. This is a good way to create tension in the plot and
intimacy with other characters. Although it is useful in understanding
the inner voice and secrets of the character in question, first person
restricts the reader to only seeing and experiencing what the
character does. This causes both a perspective bias and a distance
between us, the reader, and the totality of the story.



 
 

 
Narrative viewpoint refers to who is telling the story and will affect the way your reader relates 
to both the story and the other characters. There are 3 viewpoints: First Person, Second Person 
and Third Person. Each one gives a special flavor to the story and your characters.  
 

is where the narrator directly addresses the reader as if
to see if the reader is paying attention. Today, this is not used much in
literature because it is considered overly self-conscious and distracting. It
is, however, used in films, like Deadpool, where a character breaks the 4th

wall by addressing the audience directly. In general, it is quite acceptable
to shift from first to second person, but not to third. The reason for this is
that the character addressing the reader is the same in first and second
person.



 
 

 
Narrative viewpoint refers to who is telling the story and will affect the way your reader relates 
to both the story and the other characters. There are 3 viewpoints: First Person, Second Person 
and Third Person. Each one gives a special flavor to the story and your characters.  
 

is generally the easiest to write. It flows more
naturally and allows the writer to describe things that are happening,
have happened, and will happen and the characters’ thoughts all at
once. Third person allows the writer to move in and out of the action
and describe things as an omniscient, god-like narrator. Here the
story can unfold with elements that are unknown to the characters or
even without having any of the characters being present. In third
person narration we, as the readers, are privileged to observe events
outside of a single point of view.



Where POV relates to who is guiding us through the text, the tense tells us
when events happen.

has the advantage of saying something after the fact, which
allows us (normally) to be confident that the narrator has full knowledge of
what has happened and can reflect on its meaning on our behalf.

is good for first person POV, because it has a sense of
immediacy and tension, where we experience the events along with the
narrator. While it may be more intimate, it is less reliable, as there is no
definite truth in events.

, by itself, is not used consistently throughout the whole
story, because otherwise the whole story would be speculative, and
therefore a place where nothing actually happens. Use future tense to
create possibilities and conditions that will lead to events in the conflict.



 
 

 
 
Using your chosen prompt, (re)write the opening from 2 different points of view. How does it 
change the effect of the story? Which POV and tense are best suited for your story?  


