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Abstract

The purposes of language education are changing. From a focus on the instrumental purposes of
the communicative approach, there is a shift — or rather an addition and a return — to humanistic
purposes in a revised form. In pre-communicative times, the humanistic purposes focused on the
(liberal) education of the individual through exposure to the/a high culture associated with a
language. In contemporary times the humanistic educational dimension comes through a reflexive
attitude to engagement with ‘otherness’.

In this talk | will show how this new purpose is evident in curricula and how it can be pursued by
teachers of languages when they also take seriously the relationship of language and culture. | will
do so with examples from Europe, which | hope will lead to discussion about their transfer to the
Hong Kong context.

As a second element of the talk, | will also indicate the links which are possible, and in my view
desirable, between language education and a kind of citizenship education which is also constructed
in a humanistic perspective.
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